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Celia Godkin has a new best-
seller on her hands, despite 

the fact that the Ontario-based 
author hasn’t published a book 
recently. 

In her other life, that of illus-
trator, one of Godkin’s 2013 coin 
designs has already been identi-
fied by the Royal Canadian 
Mint as a top-selling collectible.

The $20 coin, made from 
99.99 per cent silver, features a 
colourized open blossom of the 
blue flag iris – immortalized as 
the fleur-de-lys of Quebec – 
along with three Swarovski 
crystals.

In fact, another 2013 coin re-
lease featuring the initials “CG” 
has been identified as at least 80 
per cent sold as well. That one, 
the first in a series depicting 
dragonflies, and also made from 
99.99  per  cent  s i lver,  i s 
colourized and features a holo-
gram. 

During her life, Godkin has 
had what she calls overlapping 
careers, “including work as a 
biologist, a teacher of studio 
arts and an author and illustra-
tor of children’s natural science 
books,” according to her 
website. 

While she spent her early 
years in England and Brazil, 
she came to Canada after com-
pleting an undergraduate de-
gree in biology. When early 
work in the field turned out to 
be less than satisfying, she en-
rolled in the Ontario College of 
Art and Design, and later at the 
University of Toronto, where 
she completed an illustrated 
master’s thesis in zoology. She 
taught non-credit art and pro-
fessional illustration courses at 
the U of T until 2005, when she 
“retired” to a tiny community 
between Brockville and Smiths 
Falls, south of Ottawa. 

When not designing coins, 
Godkin focuses much of her 
work time on creating chil-
dren’s books. She has pro-
duced several over the years, 
for which she has written the 

story and produced the ac-
companying art. Her 1989 
book Wolf Island earned the 
Roundtable of Canada 1990 
Information Book of the Year, 
and was shortlisted for the 
1989 Mr. Christie’s Children’s 
Book Award for illustration in 
Children’s Literature. The 
story explores the fragile bal-
ance of a natural ecosystem, 
and what happens when one 
of the elements in that ecosys-
tem is removed.

Coin design in some ways 
acts as a contrast to the chil-
dren’s book projects.

“I’m very happy with this 
line of work,” notes Godkin, 
who first started designing for 
the Mint in 2007. “I like having 
what for me is a relatively 
short project, because my 
other work in children’s books 
often takes a couple of years 
and so I can slot in the coins 
in between.

“When I get a coin 
commission, I drop 
everything to do 
it.”

Godkin’s first 
coin was part of 
the provincial 
and territorial se-
ries depicting flo-

ral emblems. While the Mint 
endeavoured to find someone 
for each design who lived in, 
or was at least geographically 
close to, the province or terri-
tory in question, it wasn’t al-
ways possible. When a col-
league from Ontario offered 
Godkin’s name as a potential 
artist – given her realistic style 
and background in botanical 
illustration – the results can 
be found on the 11th coin in 
the series, a 34-millimetre 
piece made from 99.99 per 
cent gold and featuring the 
Arctic creeping purple saxi-
frage,  which represents 
Nunavut.

Whether she has been com-
missioned to design a coin – as 
she was with all five of the 
coins depicting sugar maples 
and featuring crystal “rain-
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Celia Godkin is an ontario-based author who also specializes in botanical illustration.
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According to Coinstar, retail-
ers or financial institutions may 
choose to subsidize the fee.

The advantage for consum-
ers, and bank tellers, is that they 
do not have to take the time to 
count and roll the coins.

Coinstar has more than 700 
locations across Canada. The 
U.S. parent company also oper-
ates Coinstar machines in the 
U.K.

TD Canada Trust is not the 
only Canadian bank offering 
the service.

The Bank of Montreal has a 
network of “BMO Bank of Mon-
treal Coin Counters,” which 
first went active in 2011 and can 
be found using the bank’s 
website.

According to BMO, their ma-
chines are free for both custom-
ers and non-customers. 

In May 2012, BMO reported 
that it has 57 machines across 
Canada. In the first year of use, 
the machines counted more 
than 54 million coins totalling 
more than $7 million in loose 
change.

“The free service has re-
sulted in upwards of $880,000 

in savings for Canadians, as 
transaction fees for similar ser-
vices can run above nine per 
cent of the total amount of 
money deposited,” the com-
pany crowed.

As expected, most of the 
coins were of the 1-cent value. 
The bank reported that more 
than 30 million 1-cent coins, 
weighing more than 70,000 ki-
lograms were counted. How-
ever, higher coins were also in-
cluded. In the first year, the 
BMO machines counted more 
than six million 5-cent coins, 
eight million 10-cent coins, 
nearly seven million 25-cent 
coins, and more than a million 
each of loonies and toonies.

Both machines accept both 
Canadian and U.S. coins, al-
though the U.S. coins are val-
ued at par.

The machines have also ap-
peared at some credit unions.

In Alberta, a Calgary-based 
firm known as Cash Your Coin 
has set up five machines in 
Calgary and Okotoks.

That firm charges consumers 
14.8 per cent for the use of the 
machine. The retailer is paid 
rent for the location, and the 
company donates 10 per cent 
of its profit to registered Cana-
dian charities.  W

Machines...
Continued from page 1

drops” – or she has won a 
competition, Godkin starts 
with a simple pencil sketch 
on tracing paper. 

“That allows me to make 
changes more easily,” she 
says. “I usually send them a 
selection of choices in the 
early stages, so they know 
which they want worked up 
to final art. The number of 
choices depends on how tight 
the deadline is and how easy 
it is to obtain good reference 
materials.” 

The final work in pencil, 
and sometimes also in ink-
line drawing, is then scanned 
into the computer for finish-
ing touches and the addition 
of lettering. 

“ I  h a v e  t o 
make the lines 
very clear and 

crisp, because that 
is  what the en-

graver follows,” she 
notes. In the case of a 

colourized coin, she will 
complete a separate piece in 
colour, usually a watercolour. 

There is always time built 
in to do research and find ap-
propriate images, which can 
be easier at some times than 
others. In the case of the sugar 
maples, Godkin didn’t need 
to look too far to find what 
she needed; with a sugar ma-
ple tree in her garden, she 
simply had to make sure to 
take enough photos in the ap-
propriate seasons: “They 
sometimes want me to do it 
in the middle of winter, when 
there are no leaves on the 
tree, so I take lots of photos 
for reference just in case.” 

While she is reluctant to 
name any one coin as her 
favouri te ,  she  says  the 

Nunavut floral emblem holds 
a special place with her be-
cause it was her first competi-
tion. The big-leaf maple coin 
with its hanging flower clus-
ter and crystal raindrop (2011) 
is another front-runner. 

Other than commissions 
for artwork, such as pet por-
traits, or requests to create an 
exhibition piece for such 
groups as the Botanical Art-
ists of Canada, Godkin is 
waiting on word from her 
new publisher on a children’s 
book manuscript, a project 
that has been in the works for 
about two years, she says.

When not working on 
these creative ends, Godkin 
can be found in her extensive 
garden or reading as part or 
her participation in a local 
book club.  W

This hobby is full of interest-
ing people and we’d love to help 
our readers get to know more of 
them.
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to bret@trajan.ca. Please be sure 
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nomination.
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